Building our nation, page by page

Qualibooks, a leading library book resource service provider in
South Africa, celebrates its 30th anniversary in 2022.

The global COVID-19 hard lockdown around April

As a result, we stepped way beyond our comfort

2020 came as a shock, as it did for many small

zones, and explored and eventually embraced

businesses. We were hard hit by this reality, and we

the digital realm, effectively using it to help us

had to find a way to stay afloat while enduring as

help ourselves, and in turn, to help our sons and

little damage as possible.

daughters. It was in that very moment that our
Vision and Mission were born, and it was clear to us
what we were about to set out and do.

As soon as we realized that access to book
resources had just been blocked due to the global
lockdown, we took immediate action. We explored

Kibooks.online was born.

business avenues outside our norm, all while
trying to stay in our lane of expertise. That was the
moment when we realized that the one thing we
always avoided in the past (technology), would be
the key to our success in the future.

Our mandate at kibooks.online is to help develop a reading culture among our children by
providing them with access to 1000’s of top quality books which are bright, colourful, interesting,
and have compelling content to enjoy anywhere and at any time. As a result, children no longer
have to rely on limited access within the context of the school environment. They now have access
24/7, be it in the comfort of their own home, at a friend’s place, the local library or even better…
when away on holiday!
It caters to all 11 South African languages
and is Data Free.

THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES, TODAY!

Kibooks.online was created with a unique vision. Rather than following a formula and creating
something in accordance with a mechanically followed rule or style, we wanted to turn a
traditional model on its head and create something that is exciting, original, and creative.
The Kibooks.online platform is not a library. Instead, it offers unlimited access to thousands of
top-of-the-line fiction and non-fiction titles that children can enjoy.

Our focus is always on the child, and our directive is

For example, it assists in language command,

simple. This application must look and operate in a

vocabulary expansion, general knowledge

high-end manner, and we have applied technology

expansion, articulation, and comprehension skills.

and navigation styles that are familiar to most of us,

This all contributes to shaping the most capable

yet easy enough for children to access in 3 simple

and receptive learner and builds self-confidence.

steps: log on; search; read.

As we all know, “Readers are leaders”, and to add
some perspective, “The more you read, the better

Virtual lending policies and single user licenses are

at it you become.”

not applicable. Kibooks.online offers unrestricted
reading access - kids are able to read as many

The new normal

books as they want per day, re-read any book as
many times as they like, and read the same book

We have to face the fact that the world has

at the same time on their separate devices from

changed, and while some may argue that children

across the country.

are spending too much time online, that won’t
change. As the future approaches, let’s embrace

Subscribers have the world at their fingertips!

it in a thoughtful manner, incorporating it into

All they need is an internet connection and a

our current reality. Encourage them to develop a

compatible device, whether it is a mobile phone,

healthy digital habit - reading.

tablet, or laptop.
As teachers, facilitators, and parents, we should use

Working hand in hand with the curriculum

the art of gentle persuasion to encourage children
to read 5 minutes of kibooks daily before they play

There is little time set aside for fun in education,

online games, watching TV or streaming videos,

where children’s activities always seem to be linked

and so on. Eventually, 5 minutes becomes 10, then

to curriculum, study, and work. Our goal is to inspire

15, then 20, then 30 minutes, and perhaps even

and educate them about books and topics in a fun

longer.

and educational way that will hold their attention
throughout their exploration process.
In the long run, kibooks.online is a valuable addition
to the curriculum, even though it is not part of it.

kibooks.online is the ideal tool to help develop a
healthy reading habit in our children.

